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Background



Ranganathan



The Book

Full text on Internet Archive: archive.org/details/fivelawsoflibrar00srra

Current print edition 
from Ess Ess Publications

https://archive.org/details/fivelawsoflibrar00srra


Gorman’s Five New Laws (1995)

(The article is adapted from the book.)



Narrow Framing in Post-Gorman Five Laws work

“Western interest in Ranganathan has not 
tended to recognize the importance of the epic 
political struggles that were taking place in 
India during his lifetime...” [And that] 
“identification with the Indian independence 
movement was central to his library theory. 
Ranganathan’s pioneering work of the 1930s 
challenged the ideological structures of 
colonial rule, advocating libraries and librarians 
as agents of a national political awakening”

(Broughton, 2024; Roe, 2010)



Reach the Target Audience… and Tread Lightly



Discussion



General Writing Style: GET PSYCHED!!!



General Writing Style: Get Romantic



Anecdotes



Anecdotes



Drama



Drama

1. Compromise
demonstrated

2. Freer political
expression



The Second Law: Where the Rubber Hits the Road



The Second Law: Where the Rubber Hits the Road

Equitable library service

Literature review:
Library systems worldwide

Political admin for a robust 
Indian library system



A Play (& Song!) About Equitable Library Service



Reference to Political Prisoners



The Second Law and Its Digvijaya (tr. world-conquering journey)



Negative Effects of the Colonial Academic Environment



Spicy Passages



Spicy Passages



Takeaways



Some Questions to Roll Around

● What changes do I hope to see my research make out in the world?
○ What groups can facilitate those changes?
○ And in what style do they normally communicate?

● Are there goals a less formal writing style will allow me to achieve?

● Is what I’m writing fun to read?
○ If not, what techniques can you adapt from the type of material

you read for pleasure?



Contact: devin.smith@sjsu.edu

Krishnamurthy, M. (c2014; Retrieved 2024, September 7). Dr. S.R. Ranganathan: 
Access portal to works by and on him. Sarada Ranganathan Endowment for 
Library Science, Bangalore. https://www.isibang.ac.in/~library/portal/

Gupta, D. K., & Satija, M. P. (2024). Lights from the Ramayana in Ranganathan’s 
Philosophy. Annals of Library and Information Studies, 71. 
https://doi.org/10.56042/alis.v71i1.8960

Sethi, A. R. (1986). “Obsolescence in Ranganathan?” Ranganathan’s Philosophy: 
Assessment, Impact and Relevance. Edited by TS Rajagopalan, New Delhi: 
Vikas. p.103-104. https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.462797

Gorman, M. (1995, September). Five New Laws of Librarianship. American Libraries, 
p. 784.

References (by order of appearance)

Research blog: esotericcomputing.com/research

Ranganathan bio

“his education was both
sacred and secular”

“his work had begun to
fade into ‘obsolescence’”

Gorman’s Five New Laws
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Framing problem,
“as George Roe states…”

“the British have a nasty
habit of banning works…”

(Abstract) “its ātma rather
than its sūkṣma-śarīra or sthūla-
śarīra”
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